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During COVID-19 for NYS Youth

Town of Cicero Youth Bureau

The CanTeen afterschool program, serving
youth in 8" to 12" grade, officially went
virtual on 3/17/2020. The first step in their
transition process was to post a “Question
of the Day” on their Facebook and
Instagram pages which received a lot of
engagement. They later added videos and
CanTeen participant spotlights (with some
photos and artwork displayed).

A Zoom drop in schedule was established
for twice a week and the Teen Council was
reconvened. Phone calls and text
messages were also being utilized to
remain connected. Referrals are being
made to our partners such as Contact
Community Services and Liberty
Resources.

Teen Council participants developed the
idea of daily Zoom activities, such as
Pictionary, Uno, singing a long, and sharing
a meal. They also expressed interest in
inviting weekly speakers to join the Zoom
sessions.

As restrictions are slowly lifted, CanTeen
staff will begin their “CanTeen on the
Road” plan, which will schedule visits in
local neighborhoods and parks with social
distancing protocols remaining.
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Clinton County Youth Bureau

Since COVID-19, Clinton County has sent coloring books,
crayons and puzzles to families throughout the county. We
also gave many of these items to our local Housing Authority
Kid’s center to hand out when they deliver lunches. Most of
these items were donated from Target and Walmart. They
received donations of seeds and soil and had a “Garden
Party.” They mailed out the seeds along with instructions for
homemade pots. They also posted a video on how to plant
for those unsure. They left bagged soil at several locations
throughout the county for families to pick up. Usually, they
have a yearly spring fun run series and to substitute due to
current conditions, they are hosting virtual fun runs. Lastly,
they have also posted several videos a week on our
Facebook page (exercise videos, scavenger hunts, coloring
pages) to continue community engagement.

Westchester County Youth Bureau

During the COVID-19 pandemic they helped establish the
emergency child care drop ins for Westchester County,
onboarding consultants to provide one on one academic
supports to children of first responders and essential staff.
Their staff serves as the Food Insecurity Coordinator, working
with the CE’s Office to identify food pantries and distribution
sites across 46 municipalities. Runaway and Homeless Youth
(RHY) services continue and they have paid close attention to
screening metrics and separation of positive COVID-19 cases.
They have continued with their professional development
training making it virtual. To continue civil engagement and
youth empowerment, Youth Poet Laureate hosted Open Mic-
poetry as a release during the pandemic and this summer the
Vice President of Youth Board and members of the Youth
Empowerment Council for Change will host Interviewing
Virtually. For summer youth employment, they have been
developing workarounds for job sites and for summer camp
guidance they have prepared protocols and
recommendations for summer programming. In an effort to
prepare the community for programs and camps,

the WCYB partnered with several of the County’s medical
experts to provide updates and webinars on SARS-COV-2
and COVID-19 related Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome
(MIS-C) in children and youth.

Putnam County
Youth Bureau

The Putnam
County Youth
Bureau has
been keeping
busy during the
pandemic. Our
Youth Bureau
and the staff
from Cornell
Cooperative

Extension/Putnam host a iearli




